
GEOGRAPHY 

YEAR 4 WHY DO MOUNTAINS EXIST? 

The Big Picture 

The Year 4s will learn how mountains were 
formed, identify types of mountains and locate 
key mountains and ranges in the world. Also, 
the children will extend their map reading skills 
by understanding the concept of contours. 

 

End Point Knowledge 

• Know the main mountain regions are in the UK (e.g., Grampian, Pennines and 
Snowdonia) and famous mountain ranges across the world (Himalayas, Andes, 
Alps, Rocky Mountains, Atlas Mountains) 

● To understand how height is shown on a map using contours.  
● Learn about and identify the different types of mountains and ranges (Volcanic 

mountains, Fold mountains, Block mountains) across the world. E.g., Mt 
Kilimanjaro (Tanzania), Mt Everest (Nepal/ China), K2 (Pakistan), Matterhorn 
(Switzerland/Italy), Ben Nevis (UK) 

● Explain how Fold mountains (E.g., Himalayas) were created 

Key Vocabulary 

Range, Contour, Volcano, Fold mountains, Block mountains 
 


