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Read, Write Inc – Reading at home 

 
This booklet has been designed to help you and your child enjoy reading at 

home, using the RWI colour banded books. We aim to provide you with 

clear information about how we teach children to read through a carefully 

planned, quality taught phonic approach and how this can be enhanced with 

your support at home. 

We aim to help create a positive ‘learning to read’ experience for you and 

your child at home; ultimately, working together to help your child make 

progress and read with fluency, accuracy and most importantly, enjoyment. 
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Reading at Home – Make it special! 
 

Try to: 

 Keep reading time relaxed, comfortable and 

pleasurable. 

 Find a quiet place, with the television turned off. 

 Make it a special time together. 

 Establish a routine in the day and read for 10-20 

Minutes. 

 Reward any reading with small treats e.g. stickers, 

choices. 

 Talk about books, covers, stories, any written words 

around the house. 

 Encourage use of ‘Fred talk’ to work out unfamiliar 

words. 

 Join your local library together and use it regularly. 

 Watch out for storytelling events, summer reads and 

reviews of new titles. 

 Watch story time on CBeebies together. 

 

Try not to: 
 Over correct too often or too quickly. 

 Make reading negative and pressured. 

 Ignore requests to read any written words. 

 Get worried or frustrated with slow progress. 

 Let young children deface or mistreat. 
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Read, Write Inc. is our very successful reading programme that 

enables every child to become a confident and fluent reader at 

the first attempt. 

 

The children: 
 

• learn 44 sounds and the corresponding letters/letter groups using simple 

picture prompts. 

• learn to read and spell words using sound blending and segmenting (FRED 

TALK). 

• read lively stories featuring words they have learned to sound out. 

 

How can you support Read, Write Inc. at home? 
 

1. Help your child to learn Speed Sounds. 

(Please avoid using letter names with early readers). 

2. Help your child learn to read green words by sound-blending (FRED 

TALK). 

3. Help your child to recall words that cannot be sound-blended (Red 

words) using your child’s storybook and bookmark. 

4. Read their storybook with them regularly and make comments about 

their blending/comprehension in their reading record. 

5. Praise their increasing knowledge of sounds and sound blending. 

6. Attend the Parent Reading and Writing Workshops. 
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Simple Speed Sounds chart 

The first sounds your child learns. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pure sounds!... 

…go to Oxford Owl at www.oxfordowl.co.uk for 

examples of the pure sound pronunciations.  

  

Consonants: stretchy 

f l m n r s v z sh th 
ng 

nk 

 

 

 

 
 

Consonants: bouncy 

b 
c 

k 
d g h j p qu t w x y ch 

 

Vowels: bouncy 
 

Vowels: stretchy 

a e i o u ay ee igh 
ow 

(blow) 

 

Vowels: stretchy 

oo 
oo 

(look) 
ar or air ir ou oy 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
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Complex Speed Sounds chart 

All the sounds taught on the RWI Programme. 

  

 

The Complex Code: 

44 sounds (phonemes) 

 

 

 

The children need to learn 

the many variations the 

sounds can be written 

(graphemes). 

 

 

The English writing system 

has 461 graphemes which 

represent the 44 sounds 

(phonemes). 

 

 

 

 

RWI concentrates on the most frequently used.  
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Green Words 

 

Blending sounds to read  

(FRED TALK) 

 

 
Fred the frog is excellent at saying pure sounds, but he finds it difficult 

to blend sounds to read words. In Foundation and KS1, children learn to 

recognise and say pure sounds; they then blend them to help Fred with his 

reading. For example: 

 

 

 

 

Green words like the one above can be read by blending the sounds 

children learn on the programme.  

 

 

Segmenting sounds to spell  

   (FRED FINGERS) 

 

Green words can also be spelt by using FRED TALK to identify the sounds 

within the word. Children use their fingers to visualise the sounds and 

their order in the word. For example: 

 

 

  

f  l  igh  t 

I’m great 

at spelling!! 
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RED Words 
 

Some words contain letters or groups of letters that don’t match the 

sound rules taught in RWI – these are Red words and children must learn 

to read these on sight. 

 

Red words are taught alongside the speed sounds through the storybooks. 

Children are given a bookmark with all the relevant Red words for their 

continued development through the programme. 
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The RWI home lending programme 

Your child is currently learning set 3 

sounds (these can be found on your child’s 

bookmark). At this stage of the programme, 

children use their storybook over 5 

consecutive days. At the end of the 5 days, your child will bring their RWI 

storybook home to complete 5 activities with you at home (see pages 9 -11 

for details of the activities). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The activities 

The 5 RWI activities mirror those taught in school. They are designed to 

consolidate children’s decoding and comprehension skills and can be 

carried out at home. Children will lead the activities, and show you how to 

use the books. This partner work is an important aspect of the RWI 

programme. 

Reading Record 

Your child will also bring home a new Reading Record that will help you to 

record their successes and make comments regarding all aspects of your 

child’s reading of home lending books.  
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Activity 1: Speed Sounds, Green, Red and Challenge Words 

 Practise set 1, 2 and 3 sounds. Ensure they are pure sounds 

(avoid saying uh at the end of the sound e.g. say mmm not muh!). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Practise reading the Green words (using Fred Talk),  

 

 

Also, practise the Red and 

Challenge words.  
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 Check understanding 

of vocabulary. 

 read the 

story 

Activity 2: Read the Introduction/Vocabulary check and Read 

the story. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 3: Read the story and discuss the questions to talk 

about. 

 

 

  

 Introduce the story 

 read the story 

 Discuss questions to talk about 
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Activity 4: Read the story with fluency and expression and 

answer the ‘read and answer’ questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 5: Read the speed words and test bookmark red words 

  

 read the story 

 Discuss questions to read and 

answer.  

 Carry out green and red word reading 

and/or spelling tests. 
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Questions for exploring all books: 
 

Children should be encouraged to read a book at least 3 times. It is 

believed that: 
 

- During the 1st reading children concentrate solely on decoding 

(sounding out or Fred Talk). 
 

- During the 2nd reading children can explore the meaning of the book 

(comprehension). 
 

- When modelled, during the 3rd reading children can begin to consider 

reading for an audience (fluency and expression). 
 

When reading books with your child, ask questions that will boost their 

understanding of what they are reading.  
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