mnz=w Chinese New Year

&%  What is Chinese New Year?
o Chinese Mew Year iz celebrated every year by millions of Chinese peaple and iz the
longest and most important holiday for a lot of Asian countries, such as China,
Toiwan, Singopore and Malaysia. [t has also become a very populor celebration
for people all over the world with many visiting their local Chinatown to tobe
part in the festivities.

Chinese Mew Year doesn't happen on the same day each year, nor is it on what
you might know as Mew Year’s Day (January 1%). It wusually folls somewhers
between 21 Jonuwary and the 19% February. In 2021, Chinese Mew Year falls
on Friday 12th February.

Celebrations

There are certain traditions that are very likely to otour at o Chineze New Year
celebration. Here are just a few:

Red Envelopes: The colowr red is wery lucky to the Chinese as it represents
fortune, good luck and joy. People give each other money in small, decorated
red envelopes. It is usually older people who give them to the young in amownts
of even numbers.

Firecrockers: Firecrockerz are wsually maode of lots of red paper rolls strung
together. When lit, they explode very quickly, one after the other, and create
loud popping noizes as well as a cloud of red paper shards in the air. Howewver,
they are quits dongerous and have been banned in a lot of countriez, except for
some villages in Chino

Lion and Drogon Dances: These dances are often

performed by skilled acrobats under the lion and 1

dragon costumes. Lowd music, consisting of drums __(; \?

and cymbals, is also played to chase away the <7 hy

evil spirits and bod luck. The drogon dance is (-:S) a,,

often the highlight of o parode in a Chinatown q; fE-,.
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and people flock to see the magnificent show.

Spring Cleaning and Paying Baock Money: It - 5}
is believed that spring cleaning yowr home will < ;
sweep away the bad fortune of the old yeor and — 4
any money should be poid bock to anyone who it is Eﬁ Q.JG%

owed to. foetd

Food and Families: Food iz very important at this time
of year. Chicken and prown:z reprezent hoppinesz whilst

noodles represent long life. Dumplings are alzo eaten. Like Christmas, friends
and family all gather together to eat and enjoy each other's company.

Legends

It is soid that Chinese Mew Year started a very long time ago when the Chineze
people were being hounded by a strange beast called the 'Nian'. The Nian would
visit every MNew Year's day to gobble up all their animals, crops and even people!

Scared and frightened, the villagers left food outside their houses for the Nian,
in the hope that it would leave them be once it hod been fed.

One day, the villagers noticed that the Mian wos ofraid of a small child wearing
the calour red. From that day on, red lanterns, firecrockers and scrolls were wsed
to frighten the Mion away and it never came back.

The Chinese Zodiac and itz 12 animals all link to certoin years of the Lunar
calendar. Last year (2020) was the year of the rat, 2021 iz the yeor of the ox
and 2022 will be the year of the tiger.

In o very famous legend, these animals all came to be ranked by o roce they
all took part in by crossing a river. The rat won the roce through trickery and
people who are barn in the year of the rat are said to be very clever.

From first to lost, the animals finizhed in this order: rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon,
snake, horse, goat, monkey, rooster, dog and pig-




