Nursery Progression and Assessment Checkpoints
	
	Autumn 1 -This Is Me!
In Elmers

	Autumn 2 - It’s a Celebration!

	Spring 1 - Amazing Animals
Prints and Patterns

	Spring 2 - Stories on the farm!
	Summer 1 - How Does Your Garden Grow?

	Summer 2 - Beside the Seaside
Pirates and Mermaids


	Listening attention and Understanding
	I am beginning to enjoy listening to simple stories

I am beginning to understand action words i.e. who’s jumping

I am beginning to use pro nouns i.e. him, her, she, me (may not always be correct)

I can follow simple instructions with two/three key words

I can answer simple who, what questions
	I am beginning to ask lots of questions

	I am using new vocabulary in my play

I can understand and answer who, what, where questions

I can use some prepositions i.e. in, on, under, over

I can shift my attention from one thing to another


	I enjoy listening to longer stories


	I can listen to a range of stories and can remember much of what happens

I can use a wider range of vocabulary

I can understand why questions like; why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?

	I can understand a question or instruction that has two parts such as ‘get your coat and wait at the door’

I can pay attention to more than one thing at a time


	Speaking
	
I can use words and sentences in my pretend play

I can use a range of words in my speech (300+) including some descriptive language
	I enjoy joining in with familiar nursery rhymes

	I enjoy joining in with a range of rhymes and songs

I can pronounce multisyllabic words such as banana correctly

I can use a sentence with 3-4 words

	To start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns

	I can sing a large repertoire of songs

I can say many rhymes, talk about familiar books

I can speak in longer sentences of four to six words

I can use talk to organise myself and play

I can re-tell a familiar story 
	I can tell a long story

I can express a point of view and debate when they disagree using words as well as actions

I can respond to a question in a short sentence. 

	Gross Motor
	To use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks

I can balance on 2 feet and am beginning to show balance when climbing

I can climb safely up a set of steps


I can kick a large ball


	I am beginning to move in different ways, running, walking and jumping

I can ride a bike with three wheels

	I can throw a large ball accurately

I can kick a large ball at a target

I can balance over a wide plank or tree trunk

To begin to take part in some group activities which they make up for themselves or in teams

I am becoming more confident in moving in different ways including beginning to skip and hop


	I enjoy moving to music- clapping and stamping

I am beginning to match some movements to music- simple action dances

 I can remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm

	
I can skip, and hop with some control

I can stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues

To match their physical development skills to tasks in the setting i.e. they decide whether to craw, walk or run across a plank depending on the width

To show increasing independence when putting on a coat, pulling up trousers, or taking off a jumper.
	I am beginning to catch a large ball

To walk up steps and stairs, climb up onto apparatus using alternative feet.

To work together with others to manage large items such as moving a long plank safely


	Fine Motor
	I enjoy exploring different materials and tools, manipulating these with purpose i.e. squashing, patting, rolling

I can build by stacking and balancing blocks on top of each other

Make snips in paper/straws/playdough/card using scissors (could be spring loaded scissors)

I enjoy making marks with various materials, i.e. chunky chalks, sticks in sand, wax crayons


	I can enclose a shape when drawing


	I can choose the right resources to carry out my task i.e. choosing a spade to enlarge a hole they just made

I am beginning to control my marks by making shapes with straight and curved lines

I can use one handed equipment such as tweezers to pick up an object, pipettes and scissors

Cut across paper with scissors

	I can thread beads onto a lace or ribbon 

I am developing a comfortable grip for writing and drawing (such as a 4 finger grasp)

Marks including pre-writing shapes- dots, vertical lines, horizontal lines and circles

	I can use a range of one handed tools and equipment safely and with some control

Start to show preference for a dominant hand

I can prepare a snack (e.g. peel a banana / open a straw)

Starting to stay on a line when cutting out with scissors
	I can use a fork or spoon to eat

I am beginning to use a knife and fork in each hand

I can draw a representation of a simple person (portrait assessment)

	Self Regulation
	I can talk a little about my emotions

I am beginning to notice differences between people

I can separate from my carer with support


	I can identify different feelings in photos such as happy, sad and angry
	I am beginning to show confidence in trying new things


	I can talk about my feelings using words like happy, sad, angry or worried. 

	I am beginning to understand how others are feeling.



	I can wait for my turn in play using strategies to support (timers, visuals) 

	Managing self
	I am beginning to follow the rules in the setting, sometimes needing a little reminder

I know where the toilets, sinks and hand dryers are.

 I can hang my coat up and put my things away.
	I can use the toilet either independently or with a little bit of help

I can wash my hands with soap independently.


	I can select and use activities and resources with help when needed. 

I can follow the rules in my setting
	I can follow simple rules, understanding why they are important. 

	I can make some healthy choices about food, drink activity and tooth brushing.

I can ask a trusted adult for help

I can remember rules without needing an adult to remind me.

	I am becoming independent  in meeting my own care needs e.g. brushing teeth, using the toilet and washing and drying their hands thoroughly 

I can use the toilet independently  

	Building Relationships
	I enjoy company of other children

I can take turns sometimes with a little support from an adult

	I am beginning to make some friendships

I can use kind hands and feet and know what this means. (school rules)
	I am more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting. 

I can be polite to others (school rules)

	I enjoy playing with a small group of children sticking to a main theme

I can follow adult instruction first time.  (school rules)
	
I have a sense of responsibility and membership of a community (my school)

I can show more confidence in new social situations

I can use kind words (school rules)

	
I can talk with others to solve conflicts.

I can play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.

I can welcome others into my play. 

	Word Reading
	I am beginning to show interest in text and signs around the environment



	I can recognise the first letter of my name (although may not name this)

	I can make comments about the pictures or words in a book

I am showing some awareness of alliteration and rhyme

I can indicate print can have different purposes i.e. menus, invitations, letters, stories, labels,

	I can copy an adult when clapping the syllables in my name

	I can count or clap syllables in a word when copying an adult.

I can indicate print has meaning by pointing to text and attempting to say what it says, i.e. signs, logos, name

I can indicate that we read English text from left to right & from top to bottom i.e. by running finger under text when reading with friends.

I can name the different parts of books & page sequencing


	I can hear initial sounds. 


	Comprehension
	I enjoy sharing a book with an adult

I enjoy joining in with songs and rhymes



	I can repeat phases from familiar stories

I am beginning to use familiar stories in my play

	I am singing some simple songs independently and can remember the words

I can make comments about the pictures or words in a book


	I can ask questions about a book

I am using stories I have read in my play, adding some detail about characters and events

	I can engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary

I can talk about familiar stories


	I can develop stories using small world equipment with increasing complexity



	Writing
	I enjoy making marks with various materials, i.e. chunky chalks, sticks in sand, wax crayons

I am beginning to assign meaning to most of the marks I am making


	I can give some meaning to my marks


Begin to use fingers to hold the pencil, no longer using a whole hand grasp. 

I can write dots. 

	I am showing more control in my marks i.e. drawing shapes to represent objects and letters

I can draw circles 

I am beginning to copy letters

I can draw lines and crosses. 

	I am writing the first letter of my name with the correct letter formation


	I can write some letters accurately with the correct letter formation

Holds pencil between thumb and two fingers, no longer using whole hand grasp. 


	I can write some or all of my name with the correct letter formation. 

I can use mark making in my play i.e. writing a shopping list. (Does not have to write words phonetically.)

I can draw waves and loops

	Number 
	Match two objects that are identical (same colour, item, shape, size, orientation)

I am using numbers in my play

I am beginning to notice some numbers i.e. numbers on doors, buses, birthday cards

I can say how old I am.

Sort objects into two groups (by colour, item, shape, size)


	I can recite numbers 1-3

I can recognise numbers 1-3

I can subitise 1 and 2

I react to changes of amount in a group of up to three items

I know that the quantity changes when something is added

Recognise numerals 1 to 3

React to changes of amount in a group of up to three items



	I know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’). 

I can subitise up to 3

I can understand that objects can be counted in any order and the amount will be the same 

I can 1-1 count to 3



	I can recite numbers from 1 to 10

I can 1-1 count to 5

I experiment with my own symbols and marks as well as numerals.

	I can check to see if two groups are equal and have the ‘same’ amount by matching objects on a one to one basis.

I can use practical objects to explore one more than numbers to 5

I can match numeral and quantity with quantities up to 5

	I can recognise numbers to 5


	Numerical patterns
	I can join in with counting in a group time and other times during the day i.e. register, counting steps, counting children

Notice patterns and arrange things in patterns.

	I can notice changes of amount in a group of up to three items. 


	I can rote count to 5

Count up to 5 sounds or actions, keeping track of each as they are counted

	I am beginning to count back from 5

	I can compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’.

I can compare amounts, saying ‘lots’, ‘more’ or ‘same’. 


	I can recite numbers past 5. 

I can solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5. 


	Shape Space and Measures
	I can name the colours and match colours

I can sort two items by size / colour 

I enjoy building with a range of resources. 

	I can sort shapes saying when they’re the same or not

I enjoy exploring different objects and shapes



	I am beginning to notice patterns and arrange things in patterns i.e. spots, stripes.


	I can use the language full and empty to describe volume

I can find objects that are taller/shorter (height) or longer/shorter

I can use a balance scale to compare the weights of two objects understanding that the lower side contains the heavier object and the higher side contains the lighter object 

I can compare sizes, weights etc. using gesture and maybe some language - ‘bigger/little/smaller’, ‘high/low’, ‘tall’, ‘heavy’. 

I can use the language of size and weight in everyday contexts. 

	I can talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes using informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’

I can compare shapes and objects talking about how they are the same or different

I can select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a roof, etc.

I can continue an AB pattern
	I can understand position through words alone – for example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing.

I can talk about a familiar route. 

I can make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity

I can use some language of position to talk about where things are, using gesture sometimes to support this

I am beginning to use words such as forwards, and in front of to talk about simple routes

	Past and present
	I know who my teacher and teaching assistants are

I know about some events in my family’s lives

I know some of the people who work in my school community and what they do.
	I know some key features of celebrations / festivals (Christmas, Easter, Bonfire Night, Diwali, Chinese New Year).

I know that families celebrate festivals in different ways.


	I know who the monarchy is 
	I can talk about my past experiences of cultural festivals.

	I know the life cycle of a butterfly and how a caterpillar changes over time. 
	I know some of the changes that will happen as I move year group.

I know that as I get older I can do different things. 

I know how the seasons change over time. 

I can talk about what I am looking forward to in Reception. 



	The Natural World
	I know season is Autumn and that the leaves fall off the trees 

I know some body parts and can say what they do.


	I know that ice melts into water when it gets warmer
	I know the names of different animals: from our country and far away.

I know how to get myself dressed to go outside

I know the season is Winter and that it can be frosty. 

I know the difference between animals and plants.

	I know the season is Spring and new flowers start to grow. 

I can say which materials / objects float or sink. 

I can name some farm animals. 
	I know how to care for a plant. (water, soil, sun)

I know how to plant a seed.


I know the names of different minibeasts. 

I know the life cycle of a butterfly. 

I know where minibeasts live. 

	I know the season is Summer as it gets warmer and lighter 

	People Culture and Communities
	I know where I live, (Walkley/Sheffield)

I know my name 

I recognise my photo 

I can say who is special to me 

I know who lives in my house 

I know my school is Walkley Primary School 

Show interest in different occupations.

	Know that there are different celebrations in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.

Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people.

I know that Christians visit churches to pray. 

	I know when spring flowers start to appear as it gets warmer.
I know that maps give information about place.

I know that it is colder and darker in winter.
	 I know key features of the local, natural environment (field, school, roads)

Recognise places on a simple map (Rosie’s Walk)

	I can plant seeds and care for growing plants. 

I know the life cycle of a butterfly. 

I know how to take care of minibeasts (caterpillars)

	I can compare life in Sheffield to a coastal region. 


	Creating with materials
	Start to make marks intentionally. 

Explore paint, using fingers and other parts of their bodies as well as brushes and other tools. 

Manipulate and play with different materials. 

Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 

	I know how to how to use one-handed tools safely

Explore different materials, using all their senses to investigate them. 

	Mark making with intention using lines to create shapes 

Make simple models which express their ideas. 

Express ideas and feelings through making marks, and sometimes give a meaning to the marks they make.

Use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different materials. 

Explore colour and colour mixing. 

	I can select different materials 

I can say what I want to make. 
	Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details.

Explore different materials freely, to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make. 

Join different materials and explore different textures.

Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises. 


	To use paint colours and materials for a purpose

Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 
.

	Being imaginative
	Join in with songs and rhymes, making some sounds. Make rhythmical and repetitive sounds. Explore a range of sound makers and instruments and play them in different ways.


	Start to develop pretend play, pretending that one object represents another. For example, a child holds a wooden block to her ear and pretends it’s a phone.

	Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they are not similar.
	Listen with increased attention to sounds. Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings.

	Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses, etc. 

Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas.
	Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park. 

Remember and sing entire songs. Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. Create their own songs or improvise a song around one they know.




