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A new year, a new lockdown
Written by A Stephens



On 4th January, Boris Johnson, who is the United Kingdom’s prime minister, announced that England was joining other UK countries in a national lockdown since the number of Covid related deaths have dramatically risen.  
At 8pm on the 4th January, Johnson announced that England was entering a national lockdown until at least mid-February. He stated, “this will be the hardest yet.” This intense lockdown was caused by catastrophic numbers from hospitals and warnings of a larger death toll by the end of the month if urgent action wasn’t taken. The prime minister reported that there were 30% more Covid patients in English hospitals than a week earlier making the total 26,626 patients.  It is expected to be one of the toughest lockdowns as many non-essential businesses will be closed. As a result, many businesses including: restaurants, pubs, cinemas, gyms, clothing stores, theatres and hotels will be forced to close.  The clear message is that people must stay at home at all times. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]On the other hand, schools were put into extremely difficult situations. After the first day back, Johnson explained that all schools and colleges will be closed and have to switch to online learning until at least after February half term. He reported, “I completely understand the inconvenience and distress this late change will cause millions of parents and pupils up and down the country.” Schools and colleges have had to act quickly to enable their pupils’ access to online learning and give places in schools for the children that have key worker parents. John Howard, a pupil from Walkley Primary, exclaimed that he was saddened to not be back with his friends in year six. 
 As lockdown continues to change the way millions of people work and go on with their day to day life, the government is hopeful that this lockdown will be the last one as the vaccinations are starting to be rolled out. The extremely vulnerable people (care home staff and residents, frontline health and social care workers, all over the age of 70 and the extremely ill) will be the first to get it. 
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