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Yesterday at 8 pm, Boris Johnson, who is the Prime Minister, announced that England is going into a third national lockdown. These measures will be in place until at least mid-February and are necessary due to a significant rise in COVID-related deaths throughout England.

In a televised address to the nation on the 4th of January, Boris Johnson said: “since the pandemic began last year the whole United Kingdom has been engaged in a great national effort to fight COVID, in fighting the old variant of the virus, our efforts would have continued to work.” Mr Johnson added that our hospitals were under the most pressure that they have been under during the entire pandemic. “We now have a new variant, and it’s been frustrating and alarming to see the speed at which it’s growing,” stated the Prime Minister.

Just a day after millions of primary school children returned to the classroom, the Prime Minister announced that, once again, schools must close their gates and move online. The children of keyworkers are allowed to attend school though.  While talking about the restrictions, Boris Johnson said, “the government once again instruct you to stay at home.”
He also told the nation that you may only leave home to shop, work (only if you can’t work from home), exercise or seek medical assistance. Non-essential shops and restaurants will close, although takeaway will still be accessible. This lockdown will affect both people and businesses financially.

There is hope though, as an effective COVID vaccine has been created and some of the most vulnerable people in society have already been vaccinated.  
