New Year; New Lockdown
Yesterday at 20:00, Boris Johnson announced that we will be entering a third lockdown of tier 4-like restrictions including school and hospitality closures across England. These restrictions come after a sharp rise in cases largely due to the south-east-England strain.
Although the new measures will be made law on the 6th, it is vital that they be followed immediately. According to the government guidelines, you are to stay at home and only leave for: work if you cannot work from home; shopping for essential goods such as food and toiletries; exercise once a day; and school provided you have one key-worker parent, are vulnerable or do not have access to a tablet. Which affectively makes it almost identical to the first lockdown. This means that a wide range of businesses will have close including: pubs, restaurants, grass-roots sports, entertainment venues and hair dressers. Schools unlike November, will close to utter disappointment of Gavin Williamson (health secretary) who claimed that if there was any other way, he would have done it but sadly there was not. The exact definition of key-worker varies between cities. Many parents are annoyed about the late change with schools closing a day after they had come back. One parent from Walkley proclaimed, “It should’ve come earlier on that Saturday when we learned about the new strain. That should’ve been the day that we locked down, then schools wouldn’t need close. We wouldn’t need to use (as Boris described it) our last resort.”
This lockdown came as a consequence of the new strain developing in the south-east and spreading into the rest of Great Britain. Many scientists believe that it between 50 and 70 percent more transmissible. Additionally, it is believed to be the main catalyst for the steep rise in both cases and hospital admissions. Hospital admissions are now 30 percent higher than last week making it 40 percent higher than the first lockdown. A+E doctor Phil reported, “The NHS is under a lot of strain however neither PPE nor beds are the reason; contrary to popular belief, the staff is the missing link. I hope after all this is over Boris will start putting that mostly useless 10 percent of our GDP into publicity and training instead.” Along with hospital admissions, cases have also been rising rapidly. It has ended at thrice of what it was at the start of December.
Despite the drastic rise in cases, with three vaccines now approved, it will only be (according to the government) six weeks before the most vulnerable are vaccinated then seven-and-a-half months before herd immunity. These weeks will be as the Prime Minister empathised,” The hardest yet.” However, the vaccines will come.
