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EYFS Lead: Claire Whittaker

1. Aims

This policy aims to ensure:

· That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them the range of knowledge and skills needed for good progress through school and life

· Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind

· A close working partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers

· Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practise
2. Legislation

This policy is based on requirements set out in the 2021 statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).
3. Structure of the EYFS

The EYFS at Walkey consists of one Nursery Class, Elmers taught by one teacher and a Level 3 teaching assistant.
Children can attend morning, afternoon or full day sessions, starting from when they turn 3 years old. 

Reception consists of two classes, Caterpillars and Chameleons with a maximum of 30 children per class. Each class has one teacher and a minimum of one teaching assistant. 

Specialist teachers are brought in for some dance PE lessons. 

The children have lunch with the KS1 children. The classes join the main school for assemblies and other whole school events. 

Extra teaching assistants are employed for children who have an Education Health and Care Plan or to lead interventions. 

4. Curriculum

Our EYFS Curriculum has been designed to reflect our local environment with a multi-cultural community, the seasons of the year and the nature around our school. It aims to teach the children how their environment compares to other places, cultures and nature in other parts of the world. It provides children with first-hand experiences to support their knowledge and understanding of the world around them. It is therefore unique to Walkley Primary school. (See Appendix 1)
The Walkley EYFS curriculum has been written in accordance with the latest version of the ‘Statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)’ (September 2021). The EYFS framework includes seven areas of learning and development that are important and interconnected:

The prime areas are:

· Communication and language

· Physical development

· Personal, social and emotional development 

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas:

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understanding the world

· Expressive arts and design
The prime areas, are seen as particularly important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive:

We have developed the curriculum giving communication and language skills a high priority. This is in line with Development Matters 2020: “The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children’s language effectively.” 
Practitioners plan activities and experiences for children that enable children to develop and learn effectively. In order to do this, practitioners working with the youngest children are expected to focus strongly on the 3 prime areas. 

Practitioners also take into account the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child in their care, and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience. Where a child may have a special educational need or disability, practitioners consider whether specialist support is required, linking with relevant services from other agencies, where appropriate. 

4.2 Teaching and Learning
We follow the three characteristics of effective teaching and learning that are set out in Development Matters 2021. These are: 

Playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. 

Active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achieving. 

Creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.
Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities. Following adult-led teaching, children are given a range of opportunities, within the provision, to consolidate and develop their knowledge and skills. This encourages children to communicate and learn from each other in an activity that matches their learning style and interests. Within play, practitioners address any misconceptions, reduce any gaps in learning and respond to each child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, positive interaction.

5. Assessment

At Walkley Primary School, ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development processes. Practitioners observe children to identify their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. These observations are used to shape future planning. Practitioners also take into account observations shared by parents and/or carers via the ‘Class Dojo’ platform.
During the first 6 week in Reception, the teacher assesses the ability of each child using a mixture of the statutory government baseline (RBA) and teacher observations. These assessments allow us to identify patterns of attainment within the cohort, in order to adjust the teaching programme for individual children and groups of children. 

We record each child’s level of development throughout the year using PITA grids. At the end of the final term in Reception we assess whether each child is emerging or expected in each strand within each area of learning and submit this data to the local authority. This information is shared with the child’s next teacher who uses this information to make plans for the year ahead and in the end-of-year report. 

Pupils are assessed against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are:

· On track and meeting expected levels of development 
· Not on track and not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’)
The profile is moderated internally (referring to the Development Matters guidance) and in partnership with other local schools, to ensure consistent assessment judgements. EYFS profile data is submitted to the local authority.  

6. Inclusion

All children will receive quality first teaching on a daily basis and activities will be differentiated accordingly. In addition to this, where children have been identified as having a specific need, intervention programmes will be implemented. Teachers and Teaching Assistants plan programmes together and where needed they will liaise with the Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENDCO). 

7. Working with parents 

We recognise that parents/carers are children’s first educators and we value having a positive relationship with them in their child’s education through: 

✓ Making contact with parents/carers before their child starts school at our parent walkabouts, induction sessions, welcome packs and nursery visits. 

✓ Inviting parents/carers and children to attend an induction evening.

✓ Inviting parents to workshops to see how their children will begin learning and how they can support them. 

✓ Inviting parents into class to read and learn with their child and see how we teach across a range of subjects.

✓ Weekly written contact through Reading Records.

✓ Practitioners being approachable and available to talk to parents/carers at the start and end of each day.
✓ Sharing photos, updates and ‘wow moments’ on Class Dojo (our online communication and home learning platform).

✓ Sharing children’s learning through the school website and the class blog and half termly newsletters.

✓ Sharing the half termly curriculum map which outlines the teaching for the upcoming topic. 

✓ Offering two, parent-teacher consultation meetings per year at which their child’s progress and wellbeing is discussed. 

✓ Sending a written report on their child’s attainment, progress and attitude at the end of their time in reception.

✓ Asking parents to sign a generic permission form for visits, food-tasting and photographs etc. 

✓ Parents are invited to a range of activities throughout the school year such as special events, Christmas productions and sports day etc. 

✓ Offering opportunities for parents and carers to visit the school as a volunteer to assist with the children’s learning e.g. hearing readers.

8. Safeguarding and welfare procedures 
It is important to us that all children in the school are ‘safe’. We aim to educate children on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide children with choices to help them develop this important life skill. We help children to self-regulate and manage their emotions appropriately and personal social and emotional education is at the heart of everything we do. 

Children should be allowed to take risks, but need to be taught how to recognise and avoid hazards. We aim to protect the physical and psychological well-being of all children. We know that children learn best when they are healthy and safe, when their individual needs are met and when they have the chance to build positive relationships with the adults around them and their peers. 

Our safeguarding and welfare procedures are outlined in our safeguarding policies which have been written in accordance with ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education 2021’ and the local Sheffield Safeguarding Board. 

We are a healthy school and participate in the free fruit and milk for under-fives scheme. For our Reception children, we provide the universal infant free school meal and the menu is regularly monitored with the chef. We cater for those children who have special dietary requirements and have robust systems in place ensuring that all children receive the correct meal. We make sure that children with allergies or other dietary requirements are catered for in conjunction with our catering providers. Fresh water is readily available for all children and we encourage children to bring in a water bottle to keep hydrated.

The majority of EYFS practitioners in the setting have a recognised pediatric first aid qualification in line with the EYFS framework 2021. 
9. Transition

Starting school can be a difficult time for young children; we therefore plan this time carefully to support children with the transition and to ensure it is as smooth as possible for each child and that they settle in to their new class quickly and happily. 

We have a tried and tested induction programme which includes:

· An induction evening for parents so that teachers can get to know parents and carers and ask about the individual children. The teacher gives parents practical information such as the ethos of the school, vision and values, information about equipment and uniform needed. 

· Settling in transition sessions, before the summer holidays, so that the children can get to know the teachers and school practitioners.

· A gradual introduction to the school day, starting with two mornings, building up the hours in the school day until they are full-time in the 2nd week. This introduces the children to their new routines gradually and this enables children to be less over whelmed. 

When children transition into year 1 the teacher has time with the year 1 teacher to give them all the relevant welfare, academic and general information about all the children leaving the EYFS. The children will first meet their new teacher in their current EYFS classroom during a number of story times. They will then go to visit their new classroom with their new teacher for a morning before the summer holidays begin.  
8. Monitoring arrangements

This policy will be reviewed and approved by Claire Whittaker (EYFS Lead) every year.  

Appendix 1 
The EYFS Reception Year Curriculum at Walkley Primary School 
Enjoyment, Achievement and Learning for Life

Aims
Our EYFS Curriculum has been designed to reflect our local environment with a multi-cultural community, the seasons of the year and the nature around our school. It aims to teach the children how their environment compares to other places, cultures and nature in other parts of the world. It provides children with first-hand experiences to support their knowledge and understanding of the World around them. It is therefore unique to Walkley Primary school.

The EYFS Walkley Curriculum is based around six cross-curricular topics. Each topic is underpinned by the current season and key dates in the year (e.g. cultural festivals) to ensure the children can relate to the topic and learn new knowledge and skills through first hand experiences. The taught knowledge and skills are planned to directly link with the KS1 curriculum. Each topic includes a range of good quality texts including; poetry, traditional tales, fictions, non-fiction and classics. Using books in this way teaches encourages a love for reading and an understanding that reading can be the basis for learning.

The continuous provision, is enhanced with topic related resources to encourage awe and wonder, in addition to enhancing areas with children’s interests and individual or group next steps. Using a growth mindset, we acquire a thirst for knowledge and risk taking. We encourage life-long learning through modelling making mistakes and improving on our own practice and encouraging the children to reflect on their learning and make links. 
Personal Social and Emotional Development 
We underpin our curriculum with the Personal, Social and Emotional Development of all our children. We strive to enable children to be safe, happy, confident individuals. We also encourage self-regulation as much as possible and introduce rules and boundaries through modelling good behaviour and reflection time. This is linked to the ‘zones of regulation’. We have weekly PSED session which follow a theme each half term, however we incorporate PSED in to all aspects of our curriculum throughout the day. 
Physical Development

Our EYFS outdoor environment and extensive grounds enables us to make the most of the outdoors. We have outdoor classrooms for both Nursery and Reception. Therefore, we have free flow where children can choose to learn outdoors during continuous provision time. The outdoor provision is similarly enhanced to address children’s needs like the indoor provision. Our intention is that children learn how to take measured risks as they are given supervised access to these areas. In addition, we encourage children to learn about nature and look after their environment through regular visits to our Forest School area where they take all of their lessons outside. There is a well-established and comprehensive PE curriculum, which follows the ‘Get Set 4 PE’ scheme, in addition to a dance coach who is a qualified teacher. Children are taught about the importance of regular exercise and healthy eating. 
To target children’s fine motor development, we do daily taught session including; ‘Dough Disco’ across the phase, ‘Squiggle me into a writer’ in Reception and ‘Squiggle while you wiggle’ in Nursery. In phonics, children are taught to form letters correctly using the Read Write Inc. handwriting rhymes.  We also teach handwriting daily in Reception with a discrete short lesson following the Pen Pals scheme. Additionally, fine motor activities are always available in provision, this includes access to tools and equipment such as scissor, pencils, tweezers, pipettes and paintbrushes. We encourage children to mark make in a variety of areas both indoors and outdoors using a range of tools.  
Communication and Language

Children are encouraged to listen and communicate appropriately. We use Read Write Inc. listening strategies to encourage active listening. We enhance the classroom and outdoor area to reflect the topic learnt with topic specific vocabulary. Each topic encompasses enhancements to the learning environment that include role-play areas, small-world play and story-making tables to encourage the children to act out scenarios and discuss concepts being learnt. This helps children learn and use new vocabulary introduced through the topics. Children are encouraged to ask questions and contribute to whole-class and group discussion whenever possible. 

We teach vocabulary using the ‘Word Aware’ approach where; the learning environments are surrounded by spoken and written words and topic-specific vocabulary and concepts are taught. We use; storyboards and story maps to support children with story language, words mats, Makaton and visuals to support children’s language development. Following the Shrec approach, practitioners spend a large amount of time interacting with children, they ensure they show genuine interest in knowing more about the children’s creations, modelling curiosity and encouraging children to ask questions. Children who struggle to communicate are targeted in the provision and learning interventions are used when children lack confidence or do not have the age-appropriate skills.
At our school, we have had a big focus on developing strong oracy skills. Staff have engaged in regular CPD focused on high-quality interactions, vocabulary development and effective questioning techniques to support children’s speaking and listening skills. Oracy is carefully planned into lessons through opportunities for talk partners, storytelling, role play, discussion and vocabulary-rich activities that encourage children to express their ideas confidently. Assemblies provide further opportunities for children to develop their communication skills by listening attentively, speaking to an audience and participating in shared discussions. Daily routines, including snack times, are also used as valuable opportunities for meaningful conversation, turn-taking and social communication, helping children to build confidence, language and communication skills in a supportive environmentTop of FormBottom of Form
Reading and Phonics 

A high priority is given to the teaching of reading. We aim to teach children to read and develop a love of books as soon as they arrive at Walkley Primary School. A range of quality texts are used to teach topics, enhance our provision and build upon children’s interests. We follow a systematic approach to phonics teaching based on the Read Write Inc. phonics scheme which includes the teaching of reading and writing. In Nursery, phase 1 phonics is taught daily, focusing on alliteration and rhyme. A sound of the week is also introduced to the children. In Reception, phonics lessons are taught whole-class daily up until the end of the first term. From October half term, children are streamed into phonics groups across the EYFS according to their current ability. Children are assessed each half term and will move groups accordingly. Reception children have 1-1 reading sessions with practitioners. In addition, all EYFS children have a library book which they can change weekly to encourage their love for reading. Teachers read stories to children from high quality age-appropriate texts at every available opportunity. These books are then used to enhance the learning environment and reading area. Children who need extra help with phonics are targeted for 1-1 interventions.
Writing 
In the EYFS we teach pre-writing skills such as; developing shoulder strength, tummy time to build core muscles and lots of physical play to develop children’s muscle strength. Children are encouraged to mark make in a variety of indoor and outdoor areas using a range of materials including; writing vertically, large scale writing using chalk or rolls of paper, paper, clipboards, whiteboards, chalkboard and cardboard boxes. 
In Nursery, children learn how to recognise and write their name, draw pictures with increasing detail and copy patterns including circles, lines and crosses. Children are working towards using a pencil with a tripod grip during 1-1 writing sessions. Children are encouraged to make marks throughout the provision and comment on what they have drawn / written. Children are encouraged form letter correctly when writing their name. 
In Reception, writing is taught through four carefully planned approaches which support children to develop confidence, independence and enjoyment in writing.

1. Read Write Inc. Writing Sessions
Children participate in daily writing sessions through ability-grouped Read Write Inc. lessons. During these sessions, children are taught to transcribe words and sentences using the phonics knowledge and sounds they have been taught. This approach supports the development of accurate spelling, sentence construction and early transcription skills.

2. Golden Writing
Children engage with a focus text on a fortnightly basis to provide a meaningful context and purpose for writing. During the first week, teaching is carefully structured to build towards the writing of words and sentences through guided and scaffolded activities. This process supports children in developing vocabulary, sentence composition and confidence as writers.

3. Drawing Club
In the second week, the same focus text is explored through Drawing Club sessions. Children listen to and actively participate in key texts that promote speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. Through imaginative role play and the use of ambitious vocabulary, children create their own storylines and characters while practising independent sentence composition and writing, supported by sentence openers. This approach develops creativity, imagination and oracy skills, while also providing opportunities for children to demonstrate their independent writing abilities.

4. Continuous Provision Writing Enhancements
Weekly writing enhancements are provided within the continuous provision to encourage children to apply their writing skills independently across different areas of learning. Children are given the freedom to choose their own writing purposes and outcomes, fostering independence and motivation. Resources such as sound mats, visual prompts, model examples and writing ideas are available to support and encourage children in their independent writing.

Mathematics 
At Walkley, mathematics in the Early Years is delivered through a mastery-based approach, drawing upon the principles of the National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics (NCETM) Mastering Number programme, supplemented by the White Rose Education scheme and NRICH mathematical investigations. This approach supports the development of strong mathematical foundations through high-quality, engaging and practical learning experiences.

Mathematics teaching is delivered through a combination of guided group sessions and whole-class activities. Following direct teaching, children are provided with opportunities to apply and consolidate their learning within the continuous provision. Carefully planned enhancement activities are available across all areas of provision, including the outdoor environment, enabling children to explore and develop mathematical concepts independently through play-based learning.

A strong emphasis is placed on the use of concrete resources and practical experiences to develop a deep understanding of number. In Reception, children focus on securing knowledge and understanding of numbers 0–10, while Nursery children primarily develop confidence and fluency with numbers 1–5. Children are encouraged to reason mathematically, recognise patterns and make connections through hands-on exploration and discussion. In addition to number, children develop their understanding of shape, space and measure through both adult-led activities and enhanced provision opportunities. These experiences support the development of mathematical vocabulary, problem-solving skills and spatial reasoning.

Assessment in mathematics is ongoing and informs future planning and provision. Reception children complete an individual practical assessment each term to monitor progress and identify next steps in learning. In addition, staff carry out continuous formative assessment through observations, interactions and evidence gathered during child-initiated and adult-led activities. Children requiring additional support in mathematics are identified promptly and supported daily through targeted small-group interventions and tailored provision opportunities to ensure that all children are able to make progress and achieve success in mathematics.

Knowledge and Understanding of the World

The Walkley EYFS curriculum focuses on teaching the children about their local environment and how this compares to different places in the UK and other countries. Each of our six topics have a different focus for teaching the objectives from ‘The World’ strand. For example, we observe ice in our ‘Hot or Not?’ topic and investigate how ice melts and forms through real hands-on experiences. Practitioners are knowledgeable about local wildlife and plant species, and endeavor to pass this knowledge on to children at every opportunity. Our ‘Spring into life’ topic in Reception and ‘Minibeasts’ topic in Nursery links particularly well to our nature walks. For example, we teach animal life cycles by having caterpillars and tadpoles in the classrooms so children can see nature changing over time. We also organise additional enrichment experiences for children to learn about nature. For example, visits from farms. Similarly, we have companies who visit school to allow children to take part in more unusual first-hand experiences to enhance their learning in the topic.
The ‘People and Communities’ strand is taught in every topic, including creating and following simple maps of the school grounds and finding out and celebrating different cultures and communities around the world through talking about their experiences and learning through stories. 
We also teach weekly RE lessons following the ‘Discovery RE’ scheme of work. In addition, we focus on a range of celebrations including, Diwali, Eid, Chinese New Year, Christmas and Easter. We encourage children to share their experiences and learn about each other’s beliefs as we celebrate the diversity of our school demographic.
Expressive Arts and Design

There is a rich tradition at Walkley of music, dance and drama. We teach children to sing songs, make music, dance and perform. We have regular dance lessons with a qualified dance coach and weekly music lessons following the ‘Charanga’ scheme of work. Children are given time to play imaginative games and make up stories, songs and dances. We also enhance the continuous provision by providing musical instruments and music to move along to as part of our outdoor provision. Throughout the year, children will have external companies who come in to school to provide workshops including; Chinese New Year dancing and African Drumming. 
In art, the children are taught how to safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. We study artists to provide children with learning new techniques and to give inspiration. Child-initiated art activities are encouraged during continuous provision as well as art and crafts being taught by the practitioners. We incorporate design and technology projects into our curriculum to encourage children to design and create with a clear purpose and audience in mind. We use stories as a stimulus for the project, for example creating a boat for the gingerbread man to cross the river.  Children work in groups to go through the design and technology process which is set out by the D&T primary association. We endeavor, that children leave our EYFS with good art skills, as well as encouraging them to use their own ideas and techniques in their art and design work. 

Appendix 2 List of statutory policies and procedures for the EYFS 

	Statutory policy or procedure for the EYFS
	Where can it be found?

	Safeguarding policy and procedures 
	See child protection and safeguarding policy

	Procedure for responding to illness
	See health and safety policy

	Administering medicines policy
	See supporting pupils with medical conditions policy

	Emergency evacuation procedure
	See health and safety policy

	Procedure for checking the identity of visitors
	See child protection and safeguarding policy

	Procedures for a parent failing to collect a child and for missing children
	See child protection and safeguarding policy

	Procedure for dealing with concerns and complaints
	See complaints policy
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