D-Day Landings
Codenamed Operation Overlord, the D-Day landings on the beaches of Normandy, France were one of the turning points of the Second World War and saw the weakening of the Axis powers. When Allied forces landed to liberate France from German control in June 1944, they received help from the French resistance.

There were many parts of the operation which needed to work together in order for it to be successful. Firstly, the Allies – who had been listening and reacting to German communications for quite some time - put out false information suggesting that there would be an invasion at Calais around the same time. German troops were moved towards Calais.  The first part of the invasion was paratroopers being dropped between enemy lines. Their job was to annihilate major nearby targets. In addition thousands of dummies were used to make the Germans think that there were more soldiers than there actually were to cause fear. After that, thousands of planes bombed German defences disable them. Then, warships began to bomb beaches from the ocean. While the bombing was going on the French resistance assisted by cutting lines of communication and blocking railways. This bought the allies time to land without allowing the Germans to call for and bring back-up.  Finally the main force of over 6000 vessels with troops, weapons, tanks and equipment approached the bombed beached of Normandy. 

The invasion wasn’t without it’s problems. Only 15% of the 24,000 + paratroopers landed in the right place. Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, announced that he would sail on HMS Belfast to watch the landings. King George VI insisted that if Churchill went he would also go, forcing Churchill to back down.  Although the invasion went ahead on 6 June 1944, D-Day was originally planned for 1 May. The operation was delayed to allow for assembly of troops and equipment. It was then set for 5th June, but bad weather caused it to be postponed again. 

The beaches where the landings took place were codenamed Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno and Sword. They were all along an 80km stretch of the Normandy coast. 

The attack of the beach codenamed Utah - the most Westerly of the beaches – was led by US forces. Although they came under heavy fire when they arrived, only 200 out of 21,000 from the US 4th Infantry Division were killed or injured. The point of taking this beach was to try to take the important port of Cherbourg. 

The attack on Omaha beach was also led by US troops. The was the beach where the worst fighting took place, and over 2,400 US troops were wounded or killed. 

While to British troops were landing on Sword beach they had to take cover as they were being attacked by German tanks. Approximately 630 soldiers were injured or killed.

During the British attack on Gold beach about 400 men were injured or killed. 

During the ambush of Juno beach, which was led by Canadian troops, around 1,200 soldiers were killed or wounded.
