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The Talent Show

(Three friends, Niamh, Indah and Taylor, are in
the same form at school. Their form teacher is
trying to raise money for Cancer Research. He
has asked his pupils to come up with some
ideas. The friends are walking home)

Niamh: Mr Bell wants to raise some money for
Cancer Research. Any ideas?

Indah: What about an old book sale. We could get
people to bring in books....

Taylor: No! Boring! We could have a five a side
competition and...

Indah: But how would that raise money? All you
ever want to do is play football!

Niamh: What about a talent competition? You
know, the sort of thing that's on TV.

Indah: Yeah, we could sell tickets to the parents
and they could come and see us perform. That
would be great fun.

Taylor: But that would take a lot of organising.
Where would we begin?

Niamh: Well the first thing you need for a Talent
Show is talent! | bet in our school there are all sorts
of talents hidden away. Charlie goes to guitar
lessons, | bet he would play.

Taylor: Sarah goes to dancing and so does Jenny.
I'm sure they would like to do a dance routine.

Indah: The school choir could perform.

Niamh: | know, I'll make a poster asking people to
sign up to perform in the show. Then | could ask
Mrs Gregson if she would let me talk about it at the
end of school assembly. She often gives out notices
then. Would you two come and support me?

Indah: | suppose So.

Taylor: I'm not so sure, the thought of standing up
in front of all those people really scares me, like,
really scares me!

Indah: If | can do it, you can.

Taylor: | suppose sO...

Niamh: We could hold auditions and we could be
the judges.

Indah: Now | think you are getting & little carried
away, we will be lucky if we get enough people to fill
one show.

Taylor: Don't be silly, I'm sure we will get loads of
volunteers.

Niamh: What about a stage? We can't have a sho
without a stage?

Indah: That's easy, we could ask Mr Harrison, the
school caretaker, to get the stage blocks out of the
sports shed and build us one.

Taylor: What about lights then? We can't have a
proper show and charge for tickets without lights?

Niamh: My Dad has a friend who has some discc
lights. I've seen him use them for pantomimes at
church. We could ask to borrow those.

Indah: My Dad has got a sound system. He likes
doing Karaoke at the weekends. I'm sure he wou
bring that along.

Niamh: We could make tickets and sell them eac
day at school.

Taylor: We could put an advertisement in the
school newsletter, telling parents all about it. We
could even put it on the school website.

Indah: What are we waiting for? Let’s go back
school straight away and tell Mr Bell our plans.
What do you think?

Taylor: I'm up for it.

Niamh: School, here we come!
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Choose the best word or group of words to fit the passage and put a ring
around your choice.

Niamh, Indah and Taylor are walking home trying to think of ideas to raise
money for Cancer Research. Indah said they could hold a

1 jumble sale plant sale magazine sale book sale

to raise money. Taylor said a book sale would be
2 great. good fun.

boring. not very interesting.

Niamh suggested holding a talent competition. She said

3 Charlie Cheryl Chester Cherry
goes to guitar lessons. Indah said the school

4 band orchestra teachers choir
could perform. Niamh said she would make a

5 banner advertisement poster leaflet
asking people to sign up. Indah said they could ask

6  MrBell Mr Harrison Dad a friend

to get the stage blocks out of the sports shed. Indah said they should go back
to school and tell Mr Bell all about their ideas.

1 Why do you think Taylor thought a book sale would be boring?

2 What was Taylor’s reaction to the idea of a talent show?

3 How did Niamh suggest they would find people to perform in a talent
show?

4 What do you think Indah and Taylor thought about standing up in front of
the whole school? What evidence suggests your answer?

5 Why did Indah think they should not be talent show judges?

6 Why do you think Niamh said, ‘We can't have a show without a stage’?

7 Where did the children think they could get lights and a sound system?

8 How did the children decide to advertise the event?

9 How do you think Mr Bell would have reacted when the children had gone
back to school and told him all about their ideas?

Imagine you are going to hold a fund raising event of your own. Write a short
playscript in which you and your friends plan what is going to happen.





