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Amazing Antarctica

Where Is Antarctica?

Antarctica is a continent in
the southern hemisphere. 1t is
currounded by the Southern
Ocsan.

Antarctica is the fifth largest

continent in the world and is
‘about 50 times the size of the UK.

Antarctic Animals
There are lots of different animals that live in Antarctica
They all have special adaptations (:kill or features they have
developed) which allow them to live in such cold temperatures.
Many of these animals, such s seals and penguins, have o
<pecial layer of fat under their skin, called blubber. This helps
to insulate their bodies and keep the heat in. Birds in Antarctica
have to take special care of thei eggs to
prevent them from freezing before they
hatch. Emperor penguins have a special
flap of skin above their feet. Their egg
{and then thei chick, once it is hatched)
sits under this flap, on top of their feet,
to keep it off the cold ground

A Cold Climate
Antarctica i the coldest place on Earth. The
lowest temperature ever recorded hers was
-89°C but the average temperatures range
from about 10°C to -60°C. Because it s =0
cold, over 985% of Antarctica is permanently
covered in ice. The average thickness o this
ice iz about one mile!
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People in Antarctica
No people permanently live in Antarctica because it is too cold
for them to live thers for a long time. Scientists take turns living
here for short periods of time to study the ice and the animals
Tourits also sometimes vist in the summer. There are no towns
or cites in Antarctica.

Fascinating Features

There are lots of different physical s
features in Antarctica. These includs seas,
mountains, valleys, islands, glaciers and
even volcanoes. In fact, there are 138
volcanoes in Antarctica! However, only
wo of them are currently active. The most
active is called Mount Erebus and it has
en cctive for about 1.3 million years

Did You Know?
Antarctica is home to the drisst place on Earth. There are
places in Antarctica which haver't had rain o snow in over 2
millon years!
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