[bookmark: _GoBack]2Useful Things to know
Reading books – Reading regularly is really important for your child’s development. We hope you enjoy reading with your child and find it a beneficial experience. Please change your child’s book at a pace that suits you. It does not need to be done every day. As they move into Ditties, pupils will need Level 2 books, these are kept on the shelf in the cloakroom.
Homework due on Thursday. Given out on Fridays. This term, pupils will be given key words. Please continue to choose homework activities from the sheet but use words as well as sounds.
Please clear your child’s book bag of all letters.
Water Bottles – Water only please! We are striving for a Healthy Early Years Award and discuss with the children healthy options. Please don’t send your child with juice.
Warm Clothes – As the weather gets colder, please send your child to school with a warm coat, hat and gloves. Please make sure they are all labelled clearly. 
 


Physical Development
We have PE on Monday afternoons. It would be extremely helpful if you could encourage your child to get dressed and undressed independently, especially putting on socks and fastening buttons.
 Please remove any jewellery on PE days including studs.
 In PE, our topic is games. We will be learning to use bean bags. We will learn throwing, catching and balancing skills.
 Spring 1 Preview
Ice Age

Class: The Seashells
Teachers: Miss Baron
Mrs Lucas (Wednesdays)
TA: Miss Turner
Lunchtime supervisor: Mrs Laver.

We say goodbye to Mrs Bakshi who has finished her PGCE teaching placement. We thank her for all her hard work and wish her well for the future.
In week 2 we will return to the Forest School for some more exciting outdoor learning. 
School starts at 8.50am. If you arrive after 8.55am please get a late slip from the office staff. For safety reasons the gate needs to be locked at 9am so we ask parents to vacate the classroom promptly as soon as the bell rings at 8.55am.
Show and Tell days are Wednesdays and Thursdays.
If you have not yet activated your tapestry account or received any observations please let us know and we will help.


Mathematics
We will continue to practise our learn its in our CLIC maths lessons. 
We will learn about addition and subtraction, and how to share objects equally between two groups.
We will measure time using sand timers and talk about capacity.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
We will talk about what we are good at and think of goals that we want to achieve this year.
We will learn to work in groups to build models outside, take turns and listen to each other’s ideas and opinions.
Expressive arts and design
We will make 3D sledges and snowmobiles. We will also practise our scissor and sewing skills.
We will act out roles in our role play corner which will be a polar exploration area.
We will learn new songs in singing assembly on Tuesdays with Mr Vaughan. In class we will explore the new musical instruments.
Understanding the World
We will visit the computing suite where we will learn to log on and off the computer.
We will learn how to look after birds in the winter months.
We will also look at how heat affects changes to materials such as water by conducting an ice experiment.

Communication, Language and Literacy
We will consolidate our learning of sounds in RWI. Many of us will start new RWI groups called Ditties where we will read short stories using Fred talk and write about them using Fred Fingers
We will learn all about cold places such as the Arctic and we will use non-fiction books to find out about the animals that live there.
We will compare the Arctic to where we live. We will talk about the homes and lives of Inuit people. 
We will label simple diagrams and write simple sentences about Polar animals.
We will continue to write our names each morning and practise forming our letters correctly. We will also learn to use full stops, capital letters and finger spaces.
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