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14.11.18
Dear Parents / Carers,
School Governors update.
Change of Chair of Governing Body: Sian Holmes
At the Full Governing Body meeting in October, the governors and head teacher expressed their heartfelt gratitude for the tremendous job that Sian Holmes has done for the school as Chair of Governors for the past four years. She has dedicated many hours, both in front and behind the scenes towards monitoring and the continuous improvement of the day to day teaching and learning, sound business management and the wellbeing of children and staff of our school. We’re all very grateful Sian, thank you. 
“I live within a minute walk of the back gate of Walkley Primary School and I started off as a parent governor in 2011 when my son was in Y2.  My daughter is now in Y6 and I think the time is right to retire from being a Governor. During the last 8 years I've enjoyed various roles including being Chair more recently.  I've witnessed some highs and lows and am really honoured to be handing over the reins to a very capable new Chair who will no doubt help the Head, Senior Leadership Team and staff continue to take Walkley Primary School on to even better things.”  (Sian Holmes)

New Chair of Governors: Mr Andy Wilcock
At a Governing Body meeting in October I was elected as your new Chair of Governors.  Sian Holmes the previous chair has been a fantastic Chair of Governors. Our role as Governors is to make sure that objectives are met and that planning for the future is both aspirational and realistic.  We are here to support and encourage the Head Teacher, Senior Leadership Team and teaching staff as a ‘critical friend’ to maintain our commitment to achieving the highest standards of education.

“I am married to Anne-Marie and the very proud dad of Mary and Phillippa.  I was born in Liverpool, but have lived in Sheffield for 25 years. We have lived in Walkley for over ten years.  Both our daughters attended Walkley Primary School from Nursery to Y6 and went on to King Edwards. I have worked as a Software Engineer, Rehab. Project Worker, Bail Support Officer and Church Pastor. I have had the privilege to lead assemblies at the School for over 20 years and in the past Anne-Marie worked for the school teaching recorders. I am also the Pastor of Hampden View Church on the Langsett Est. and we love living in and being part of the Walkley / Upperthorpe community.  I believe that Walkley School makes a uniquely, positive contribution to our wider community. I swim nearly every day, love live theatre, storytelling and reading.  Some of my favourite authors are Charlotte Bronte, Matt Haig, C.S.Lewis, Terry Pratchett and J.K.Rowling. My favourite book is Winnie the Pooh!”  (Andy Wilcock)


Parent Governor Election Results

We also thank Dawn Wood and Hend Alyazeedi who are our outgoing parent governors.  We have worked together for four years and wish to acknowledge their time, dedication, support and insight into making our wonderful school even more fantastic.  They stand down from their role in February 2019.

211 votes were cast by parents in the parent election. The count took place on Tuesday 13th November and we are pleased to announce that Melvin Hodgetts and Rachel Mistry were successfully elected to the Governing Body. They will take up their posts from February 2019.

We thank all our candidates for taking part in the election and look forward to working in continued partnership with you.


Walkley Primary School is a unique and special place where excellent learning and teaching offers opportunities for pupils and families to ’reach for the sky’. Our school encapsulates this through our own warm and individual identity, combining traditional values with a modern bright vision and a rich curriculum deserving its place in the 21st Century. The Walkley Team look forward to continuing our upward journey of working together towards a school of excellence where every pupil reaches their potential.
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Yours faithfully,



Val Sian
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